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} (IGHQUALITYPHOTOSAREESSENTIALFORTHEPERFECTREPRODUCTION
OF THE IMAGE AND ARE A PREREQUISITE FOR USING FACIAL BIOMETRICS IN )$
DOCUMENTS�

4HESESAMPLEPHOTOSSHOWTHEFEATURESWHICHENSURETHATPHOTOS
ARESUITABLEFORUSEIN)$DOCUMENTS�)TISABSOLUTELYNECESSARYTOCOMPLY
WITHTHEREQUIREMENTSDESCRIBEDHERE�OTHERWISEBIOMETRICRECOGNITION
OF THE APPLICANT WILL NOT FUNCTION� NOR WILL THE IMAGE BE PROPERLY
REPRODUCEDINTHEDOCUMENT�

!SARULE�NOHEADCOVERINGSSHOULDBEWORNFORPHOTOS�THEPASSPORT
AUTHORITYMAYMAKEEXCEPTIONSFORRELIGIOUSREASONS�%XCEPTIONSTOTHIS
ANDTHEOTHERREQUIREMENTSMAYBEMADEINCASEOFAPERMANENTMEDICAL
CONDITION�

.OPARTSOFUNIFORMSSHOULDBEVISIBLEINTHEPHOTOS�|

} 4HEPHOTOMUSTCLEARLYSHOWTHEPERSON�SFACIALFEATURESFROM
THEBOTTOMOFTHECHINTOTHECROWN�THETOPOFTHEHEAD�NOTTHETOPOF
THEHAIR	ASWELLASTHELEFTANDRIGHTSIDESOFTHEFACE�4HEFACEMUSTTAKE
UP��n���OFTHEPHOTO�4HISCORRESPONDSTOAHEIGHTOF��n��MM�

"ECAUSE IT IS OFTEN DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE WHERE THE TOP OF THE
HEADWOULDBEWITHOUTHAIR�PHOTOSSHOULDBEREJECTEDONLYIFTHEFACE
MEASURESLESSTHAN��MMORMORETHAN��MM�

)N THE CASE OF VOLUMINOUS HAIRSTYLES� THE ENTIRE HEAD �INCLUDING
HAIR	MUSTBEVISIBLEWITHOUTREDUCINGTHESIZEOFTHEFACE�IFPOSSIBLE�

4HEFACEMUSTBECENTREDINTHEPHOTO�|

} 4HE PHOTO MUST BE IN SHARP FOCUS� CLEAR AND WITH PROPER
CONTRAST�|

} 0HOTOSMUSTBETAKENWITHEVENLIGHTING�SHADOWS�REFLECTIONS
ANDREDEYESARETOBEAVOIDED�|

} 4HEBACKGROUNDMUSTBEONECOLOURANDBRIGHT�IDEALLYANEUTRAL
GREYCOLOUR	ANDINACONTRASTINGCOLOURTOTHEFACEANDHAIR�)NTHECASE
OF LIGHTCOLOUREDHAIR� AMEDIUMGREYBACKGROUND IS SUITABLEWHILST A
LIGHTGREYBACKGROUNDISSUITABLEFORDARKHAIR�4HEBACKGROUNDMUSTNOT
BEPATTERNED�

4HE PHOTO MUST SHOW ONLY THE PERSON TO BE PHOTOGRAPHED �NO
OTHERPERSONSOROBJECTSINTHEPHOTO	�

3HADOWSONTHEBACKGROUNDARENOTACCEPTABLE�|

} 4HEPHOTOMUSTBEPRINTEDONHIGHQUALITYPAPERWITHAPRINT
RESOLUTION OF AT LEAST ��� DPI �ESPECIALLY WHEN TAKEN WITH A DIGITAL
CAMERA	�

#OLOUR PHOTOS MUST HAVE PROPER COLOUR BALANCE AND REPRODUCE
NATURALSKINTONES�

4HEPHOTOMUSTBECLEAN�UNDAMAGEDANDFREEOFCREASES�
0HOTOSMAYBEINBLACKANDWHITEORINCOLOUR�|

} 4HEHEADOFTHEPERSONPHOTOGRAPHEDSHOULDBENEITHERTILTED
NORTURNED�PORTRAITSTYLE	�

4HEFACIALEXPRESSIONMUSTBENEUTRALWITHTHEMOUTHCLOSEDAND
LOOKINGDIRECTLYATTHECAMERA�|

} 4HE PERSON IN THE PHOTO MUST BE LOOKING DIRECTLY AT THE
CAMERA�

4HEEYESMUSTBEOPENANDCLEARLYVISIBLEANDMUSTNOTBECOVERED
BYHAIROREYEGLASSFRAMES|

} %YESMUSTBECLEARLYVISIBLE�NOFLASHREFLECTIONOFFTHELENSES�
NOTINTEDLENSESORSUNGLASSES	�

4HEEDGEOFTHELENSESORFRAMESSHOULDNOTCOVERANYPARTOFTHE
EYES�|

} (ATSORHEADCOVERINGSARENOTPERMITTED�EXCEPTIONSMAYBE
MADE�INPARTICULARFORRELIGIOUSREASONS�

)FAHEADCOVERING ISALLOWED� THE FACEMUSTBEVISIBLE FROMTHE
BOTTOMOFTHECHINTOTHEFOREHEAD�

3HADOWSONTHEFACEARENOTACCEPTABLE�|

} &OR CHILDREN AGED � AND UNDER� THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS
APPLY�

4HEFACESHOULDTAKEUP��n���OFTHEPHOTO�4HISMEANSTHAT
THEFACEFROMTHEBOTTOMOFTHECHINTOTHECROWN�THETOPOFTHEHEAD�
NOTTHETOPOFTHEHAIR	SHOULDMEASUREBETWEEN��AND��MM�

"ECAUSE IT IS OFTEN DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE WHERE THE TOP OF THE
HEADWOULDBEWITHOUTHAIR�PHOTOSSHOULDBEREJECTEDONLYIFTHEFACE
MEASURES LESS THAN��MMORMORE THAN��MM�3EEBELOW FOR SPECIAL
REQUIREMENTSINTHECASEOFBABIESANDVERYYOUNGCHILDREN�|

} &ORCHILDRENAGED�ANDUNDER�THESAMEFACIALMEASUREMENTS
APPLYASFORCHILDRENAGED�ANDUNDER�#HILDRENAGED�ANDUNDERDONOT
NEEDTOHAVEANEUTRALEXPRESSIONOR LOOKDIRECTLYATTHECAMERA�AND
THEIRHEADSDONOTHAVETOBECENTREDINTHEPHOTO�"ABIESUNDERONEYEAR
DONOTHAVETOHAVETHEIREYESOPEN�|

4OOCLOSE 4OOFAR .OTCENTRED

"LURRED .OTENOUGHCONTRAST 4OOLIGHT

4OODARK &LASHREmECTIONONFACE 3HADOWACROSSFACE

3HADOWBEHINDHEAD "USYBACKGROUND .OTENOUGHCONTRAST

5NNATURALCOLOUR #REASESANDINKSPOTS 0IXELATED

-OUTHOPEN 0ORTRAITSTYLE (EADTILTED

%YESCLOSED (AIRACROSSEYES ,OOKINGAWAY

7EARINGAHAT &ACECOVERED 3HADOWSACROSSFACE

(EADPOSITION

(EADISTOOBIG

(EADWEAR

3ECONDPERSONINTHEBACKGROUND

/BJEKTINTHEPHOTO

/BJEKTINTHEPHOTO

&RAMESCOVERINGEYES $ARKTINTEDGLASSES &LASHREmECTIONONGLASSES

3AMPLEPHOTO
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%YEAREA�MAXIMUM

%YEAREA�MINIMUM

#ENTREOFNOSE
INTHEDARKGREYAREA

-AXIMUMFACEHEIGHTTOLERATED
/PTIMUMFACEHEIGHT�MAXIMUM���MM	
/PTIMUMFACEHEIGHT�MINIMUM���MM	
-INIMUMFACEHEIGHTTOLERATED
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