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QUALITY฀PHOTOS฀ARE฀ESSENTIAL฀FOR฀THE฀PERFECT฀REPRODUCTION฀
OF฀ THE฀ IMAGE฀ AND฀ ARE฀ A฀ PREREQUISITE฀ FOR฀ USING฀ FACIAL฀ BIOMETRICS฀ IN฀ )$฀
DOCUMENTS�฀

4HESE฀SAMPLE฀PHOTOS฀SHOW฀THE฀FEATURES฀WHICH฀ENSURE฀THAT฀PHOTOS฀
ARE฀SUITABLE฀FOR฀USE฀IN฀)$฀DOCUMENTS�฀)T฀IS฀ABSOLUTELY฀NECESSARY฀TO฀COMPLY฀
WITH฀THE฀REQUIREMENTS฀DESCRIBED฀HERE�฀OTHERWISE฀BIOMETRIC฀RECOGNITION฀
OF฀ THE฀ APPLICANT฀ WILL฀ NOT฀ FUNCTION�฀ NOR฀ WILL฀ THE฀ IMAGE฀ BE฀ PROPERLY฀
REPRODUCED฀IN฀THE฀DOCUMENT�฀

!S฀A฀RULE�฀NO฀HEAD฀COVERINGS฀SHOULD฀BE฀WORN฀FOR฀PHOTOS�฀THE฀PASSPORT฀
AUTHORITY฀MAY฀MAKE฀EXCEPTIONS฀FOR฀RELIGIOUS฀REASONS�฀%XCEPTIONS฀TO฀THIS฀
AND฀THE฀OTHER฀REQUIREMENTS฀MAY฀BE฀MADE฀IN฀CASE฀OF฀A฀PERMANENT฀MEDICAL฀
CONDITION�฀

.O฀PARTS฀OF฀UNIFORMS฀SHOULD฀BE฀VISIBLE฀IN฀THE฀PHOTOS�|

} 4HE฀PHOTO฀MUST฀CLEARLY฀SHOW฀THE฀PERSON�S฀FACIAL฀FEATURES฀FROM฀
THE฀BOTTOM฀OF฀THE฀CHIN฀TO฀THE฀CROWN฀�THE฀TOP฀OF฀THE฀HEAD�฀NOT฀THE฀TOP฀OF฀
THE฀HAIR	฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀THE฀LEFT฀AND฀RIGHT฀SIDES฀OF฀THE฀FACE�฀4HE฀FACE฀MUST฀TAKE฀
UP฀��฀n฀���฀OF฀THE฀PHOTO�฀4HIS฀CORRESPONDS฀TO฀A฀HEIGHT฀OF฀��฀n฀��MM�฀

"ECAUSE฀ IT฀ IS฀ OFTEN฀ DIFFICULT฀ TO฀ DETERMINE฀ WHERE฀ THE฀ TOP฀ OF฀ THE฀
HEAD฀WOULD฀BE฀WITHOUT฀HAIR�฀PHOTOS฀SHOULD฀BE฀REJECTED฀ONLY฀IF฀THE฀FACE฀
MEASURES฀LESS฀THAN฀��MM฀OR฀MORE฀THAN฀��MM�

)N฀ THE฀ CASE฀ OF฀ VOLUMINOUS฀ HAIRSTYLES�฀ THE฀ ENTIRE฀ HEAD฀ �INCLUDING฀
HAIR	฀MUST฀BE฀VISIBLE฀WITHOUT฀REDUCING฀THE฀SIZE฀OF฀THE฀FACE�฀IF฀POSSIBLE�฀

4HE฀FACE฀MUST฀BE฀CENTRED฀IN฀THE฀PHOTO�|

} 4HE฀ PHOTO฀ MUST฀ BE฀ IN฀ SHARP฀ FOCUS�฀ CLEAR฀ AND฀ WITH฀ PROPER฀
CONTRAST�|

} 0HOTOS฀MUST฀BE฀TAKEN฀WITH฀EVEN฀LIGHTING�฀SHADOWS�฀REFLECTIONS฀
AND฀RED฀EYES฀ARE฀TO฀BE฀AVOIDED�|

} 4HE฀BACKGROUND฀MUST฀BE฀ONE฀COLOUR฀AND฀BRIGHT฀�IDEALLY฀A฀NEUTRAL฀
GREY฀COLOUR	฀AND฀IN฀A฀CONTRASTING฀COLOUR฀TO฀THE฀FACE฀AND฀HAIR�฀)N฀THE฀CASE฀
OF฀ LIGHT
COLOURED฀HAIR�฀ A฀MEDIUM
GREY฀BACKGROUND฀ IS฀ SUITABLE฀WHILST฀ A฀
LIGHT
GREY฀BACKGROUND฀IS฀SUITABLE฀FOR฀DARK฀HAIR�฀4HE฀BACKGROUND฀MUST฀NOT฀
BE฀PATTERNED�฀

4HE฀ PHOTO฀ MUST฀ SHOW฀ ONLY฀ THE฀ PERSON฀ TO฀ BE฀ PHOTOGRAPHED฀ �NO฀
OTHER฀PERSONS฀OR฀OBJECTS฀IN฀THE฀PHOTO	�฀

3HADOWS฀ON฀THE฀BACKGROUND฀ARE฀NOT฀ACCEPTABLE�|

} 4HE฀PHOTO฀MUST฀BE฀PRINTED฀ON฀HIGH
QUALITY฀PAPER฀WITH฀A฀PRINT฀
RESOLUTION฀ OF฀ AT฀ LEAST฀ ���฀ DPI฀ �ESPECIALLY฀ WHEN฀ TAKEN฀ WITH฀ A฀ DIGITAL฀
CAMERA	�฀

#OLOUR฀ PHOTOS฀ MUST฀ HAVE฀ PROPER฀ COLOUR฀ BALANCE฀ AND฀ REPRODUCE฀
NATURAL฀SKIN฀TONES�฀

4HE฀PHOTO฀MUST฀BE฀CLEAN�฀UNDAMAGED฀AND฀FREE฀OF฀CREASES�฀
0HOTOS฀MAY฀BE฀IN฀BLACK฀AND฀WHITE฀OR฀IN฀COLOUR�|

} 4HE฀HEAD฀OF฀THE฀PERSON฀PHOTOGRAPHED฀SHOULD฀BE฀NEITHER฀TILTED฀
NOR฀TURNED฀�PORTRAIT฀STYLE	�฀

4HE฀FACIAL฀EXPRESSION฀MUST฀BE฀NEUTRAL฀WITH฀THE฀MOUTH฀CLOSED฀AND฀
LOOKING฀DIRECTLY฀AT฀THE฀CAMERA�|

} 4HE฀ PERSON฀ IN฀ THE฀ PHOTO฀ MUST฀ BE฀ LOOKING฀ DIRECTLY฀ AT฀ THE฀
CAMERA�฀

4HE฀EYES฀MUST฀BE฀OPEN฀AND฀CLEARLY฀VISIBLE฀AND฀MUST฀NOT฀BE฀COVERED฀
BY฀HAIR฀OR฀EYEGLASS฀FRAMES|

} %YES฀MUST฀BE฀CLEARLY฀VISIBLE฀�NO฀FLASH฀REFLECTION฀OFF฀THE฀LENSES�฀
NO฀TINTED฀LENSES฀OR฀SUNGLASSES	�

4HE฀EDGE฀OF฀THE฀LENSES฀OR฀FRAMES฀SHOULD฀NOT฀COVER฀ANY฀PART฀OF฀THE฀
EYES�|

} (ATS฀OR฀HEAD฀COVERINGS฀ARE฀NOT฀PERMITTED�฀EXCEPTIONS฀MAY฀BE฀
MADE�฀IN฀PARTICULAR฀FOR฀RELIGIOUS฀REASONS�

)F฀A฀HEAD฀COVERING฀ IS฀ALLOWED�฀ THE฀ FACE฀MUST฀BE฀VISIBLE฀ FROM฀THE฀
BOTTOM฀OF฀THE฀CHIN฀TO฀THE฀FOREHEAD�

3HADOWS฀ON฀THE฀FACE฀ARE฀NOT฀ACCEPTABLE�|

} &OR฀ CHILDREN฀ AGED฀ �฀ AND฀ UNDER�฀ THE฀ FOLLOWING฀ REQUIREMENTS฀
APPLY�

4HE฀FACE฀SHOULD฀TAKE฀UP฀��฀n฀���฀OF฀THE฀PHOTO�฀4HIS฀MEANS฀THAT฀
THE฀FACE฀FROM฀THE฀BOTTOM฀OF฀THE฀CHIN฀TO฀THE฀CROWN฀�THE฀TOP฀OF฀THE฀HEAD�฀
NOT฀THE฀TOP฀OF฀THE฀HAIR	฀SHOULD฀MEASURE฀BETWEEN฀��฀AND฀��MM�

"ECAUSE฀ IT฀ IS฀ OFTEN฀ DIFFICULT฀ TO฀ DETERMINE฀ WHERE฀ THE฀ TOP฀ OF฀ THE฀
HEAD฀WOULD฀BE฀WITHOUT฀HAIR�฀PHOTOS฀SHOULD฀BE฀REJECTED฀ONLY฀IF฀THE฀FACE฀
MEASURES฀ LESS฀ THAN฀��MM฀OR฀MORE฀ THAN฀��MM�฀3EE฀BELOW฀ FOR฀ SPECIAL฀
REQUIREMENTS฀IN฀THE฀CASE฀OF฀BABIES฀AND฀VERY฀YOUNG฀CHILDREN�|

} &OR฀CHILDREN฀AGED฀�฀AND฀UNDER�฀THE฀SAME฀FACIAL฀MEASUREMENTS฀
APPLY฀AS฀FOR฀CHILDREN฀AGED฀�฀AND฀UNDER�฀#HILDREN฀AGED฀�฀AND฀UNDER฀DO฀NOT฀
NEED฀TO฀HAVE฀A฀NEUTRAL฀EXPRESSION฀OR฀ LOOK฀DIRECTLY฀AT฀THE฀CAMERA�฀AND฀
THEIR฀HEADS฀DO฀NOT฀HAVE฀TO฀BE฀CENTRED฀IN฀THE฀PHOTO�฀"ABIES฀UNDER฀ONE฀YEAR฀
DO฀NOT฀HAVE฀TO฀HAVE฀THEIR฀EYES฀OPEN�|

4OO฀CLOSE 4OO฀FAR .OT฀CENTRED

"LURRED .OT฀ENOUGH฀CONTRAST 4OO฀LIGHT

4OO฀DARK &LASH฀REm฀ECTION฀ON฀FACE 3HADOW฀ACROSS฀FACE

3HADOW฀BEHIND฀HEAD "USY฀BACKGROUND .OT฀ENOUGH฀CONTRAST

5NNATURAL฀COLOUR #REASES฀AND฀INK฀SPOTS 0IXELATED

-OUTH฀OPEN 0ORTRAIT฀STYLE (EAD฀TILTED

%YES฀CLOSED (AIR฀ACROSS฀EYES ,OOKING฀AWAY

7EARING฀A฀HAT &ACE฀COVERED 3HADOWS฀ACROSS฀FACE

(EAD฀POSITION

(EAD฀IS฀TOO฀BIG

(EADWEAR

3ECOND฀PERSON฀IN฀THE฀BACKGROUND

/BJEKT฀IN฀THE฀PHOTO

/BJEKT฀IN฀THE฀PHOTO

&RAMES฀COVERING฀EYES $ARK฀TINTED฀GLASSES &LASH฀REm฀ECTION฀ON฀GLASSES

3AMPLE฀PHOTO
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%YE฀AREA�฀MAXIMUM฀฀

%YE฀AREA�฀MINIMUM

#ENTRE฀OF฀NOSE
฀IN฀THE฀DARK฀GREY฀AREA

-AXIMUM฀FACE฀HEIGHT฀TOLERATED
/PTIMUM฀FACE฀HEIGHT�฀MAXIMUM฀���MM	
/PTIMUM฀FACE฀HEIGHT�฀MINIMUM฀���MM	
-INIMUM฀FACE฀HEIGHT฀TOLERATED

#HIN฀LINE


